Diabetes Care in Colorado
Schools Collaborative

The Diabetes Care in Colorado
Schools Collaborative was es-
tablished in August 2005 and
consists of members of the
Colorado Department of Edu-
cation, Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environ-
ment, American Diabetes As-
sociation, school nurses,
healthcare providers, parents
and community members. The
purpose was to enhance the
care and safety of the child

with diabetes in the school.

Funding for the Diabetes Re-
source Nurse program is
from contributions from
the American Diabetes
Association, and in kind
services from Barbara
Davis Center and Chil-
dren’s Hospi-
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For more information, visit our website
www.coloradokidswithdiabetes.org

For more information, contact:
Leah Wyckoff, RN, MS, NCSN
ljwyckoff@gmail.com

Kathleen Patrick, RN, MA, NCSN,FNASN
kathleenapatrick@gmail.com

cokidsdrns@gmail.com

American Diabetes
Association—Colorado
Barbara Davis Center
Children’s Hospital Colorado
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Enhancing the care and
safety in school for the


https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/PB1Ri0wmXzsnhn3XubsxX2zRIXWrExdq4I8hCU-vZ8Wp7PYC_Wqyh6F261zaT-wnvyVNvkGjofdXVfYzFiosRxR-L38Ge-xTRbxO6qKWslsGhlVC7MM9oedudUUtfhoQtA
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/IYBeaW7bB3HqOeeditvEcoyj1R0Xfqj2mV2ctO1P4jD22-_po7wClt-LJ9Wr1ZD8KZRWTg=s85

Diabetes
Resource Nurse
Program

Purpose
The incidence of diabetes in school

age children has dramatically in-
creased over the past several dec-
ades. The care of these children is
complex and must be attended to in
every aspect of their lives—including
while in attendance at school.
School staff must be knowledgeable
about diabetes care in order for chil-
dren with diabetes to be safe in
school and to benefit optimally from
their educational programs. Most
registered nurses are already knowl-
edgeable about diabetes manage-
ment and are well-qualified to ad-
dress the needs of children with dia-
betes while they are in school. How-
ever, as the complexity of manage-
ment of the disease increases, addi-
tional in-depth and on-going training
is needed. The Diabetes Resource
Nurse program was established to
support the nurse in the school and
who are available to consult with
districts at no cost to the schools or

families.

Program

The Diabetes Resource Nurse pro-
gram connects school nurses and
public health nurses with expertise
in the care of students with Type 1
diabetes and districts throughout
Colorado for the purpose of:

e Consulting with school nurses,
administrators, & other staff
about diabetes related issues to
insure optimal care for students
with diabetes.

e Assisting with development of

individualized health plans & 504

plans.

e Providing resources & in-service
education to district staff.

e Helping to trouble shoot individ-

ual problems

e Collaborating to provide stand-
ardized health services for chil-
dren with diabetes in the
schools.

Goal

Healthy students that achieve opti-
mally within a safe school environ-

ment.

Diabetes Resource Nurse:
Provides consultation to school
nurses and district staff within
his/her district of employment
or multiple districts within a de-
fined geographic region

Qualifications
e Areregistered nurses with
school nursing experience.

e Are experienced in the care
of children with type 1 dia-
betes.

e Have attended training ses-
sions provided by Colorado
healthcare providers and
endocrinologists with exper-
tise in managing children
with diabetes.

e Trained in the use of Diabe-
tes Care Tasks at School:
What Key Personnel Need to
Know modules for training
school personnel prepared
by the American Diabetes
Association.

e Participates in monthly hud-
dles to collaborate on diabe-
tes care delivery in schools
and childcare and learn
about emerging technology.



