SAS Superstars Program Overview:   (can be shared with volunteers)

The American Diabetes Association (ADA) recognizes that schools play an important role in supporting the health and well-being of children and youth with diabetes.  Through its Safe at School campaign, ADA collaborates with parents, health care providers and schools to ensure that all students with diabetes are educated in a medically safe environment and have the same access to educational opportunities as their peers.  

Beginning with a pilot launch in the 2009/2010 school year, ADA is initiating a Safe at School Superstars Program to recognize schools that are doing an exceptional job in meeting the needs of students with diabetes.  The pilot launch will include two markets – Colorado and eastern North Carolina. Any elementary or secondary school (public, private or charter school) within these pilot communities whose enrollment includes at least one student with diabetes is eligible for consideration.  
Application materials will be posted on the pilot market websites at: (URLs here).  Applications will be accepted from September, 2009 through March 1, 2010.  Notification of awards will be completed by March 31, 2010.  A committee of national and local market staff and volunteers will review applications and determine award status.  
Applications will be reviewed on how well school policies, practices, and protocols align with the Safe at School Statement of Principles, in providing for the following three elements:  1) basic diabetes training for all staff. 2) shared responsibilities for care, with leadership by school nurse 3) for students with capacity, self management is allowed in all school settings.  Recognized schools will be acknowledged in local and national Association publications and web sites, as well as possible recognition at a local Association public event.
For more questions about the SAS Superstars Program, contact Crystal Jackson at:  cjackson@diabetes.org or extension 2108 or Maren McGowan at MMcgowan@diabetes.org or extension 6595.

